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Dear existing and prospective partners,

Did you know that Düsseldorf is home to the third largest Japanese 
community in Europe? Or that we celebrate our partnership with 
France every year with a huge festival? And that the city hosts the 
biggest funfair on the Rhine for one week every July?

Those who already have a partnership with Heinrich Heine University 
(HHU) will know this. They also know that the University reflects 
the diversity of a city with over 180 nationalities and is a vibrant 
place, renowned for research and academic excellence. At HHU, we 
value partnerships and welcome students and scientists from all 
over the world.

For those who are not yet familiar with our University, or who 
would simply like to refresh their knowledge, this brochure is an  
invitation to get to know HHU and learn about the programmes and 
services we offer. We hope you enjoy browsing through the pages. 
Our staff will be happy to provide further insight and answer any 
questions you may have.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch!

Welcome to HHU

Ulf Gräber, International Office
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Düsseldorf and the  
North Rhine-Westphalia region
Düsseldorf is the state capital of North 
Rhine-Westphalia. With a population of 
around 640,000, it is one of Europe’s  
leading economic centres. Other cities in 
North Rhine-Westphalia such as Cologne,  
Bochum, Aachen and many more are easily  
accessible by public transport. 

Friendship and diversity
The city’s nine partnerships with other cities 
around the world are testament to the inter-
national mindset of its citizens and the diver-
sity of Düsseldorf. In addition to these part-
nerships,it maintains close ties with many 
other places around the world.

These bonds are highlighted every year by 
the events that attract many visitors from far 
beyond the city limits: Japan Day, the French 
Festival (“Frankreichfest”) and, above all, the 
Carnival festivities where people from all over 
the world play a part in the celebrations in 
the city.

Why Düsseldorf is an  
excellent place to study

Lifestyle and safety
Düsseldorf has a lot to offer in terms of life-
style. Whatever you fancy – a drink in the 
Old Town, a barbecue down by the Rhine,  
a dinner in one of the exquisite Japanese 
restaurants or a visit to the theatre, opera  
or a concert – Düsseldorf has it all. There is 
something for everyone: from offbeat to 
mainstream or sophisticated. If you want to 
get away from all the hustle and bustle,  
there are lots of open spaces, such as the 
“Volksgarten” park or Paradise Beach 
(“Paradiesstrand”) for picnics and barbecues 
with your friends or simply to relax and  
unwind. And criminality is low, making  
Düsseldorf a safe and enjoyable city.
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Easy to reach
Düsseldorf Airport is one of the most modern 
airports in the world and easily reached from 
the city centre in just 15 minutes. Public 
transport connections are excellent and the 
main train station is close to the city centre.

The “world’s longest bar”
The historical Old Town is a particularly 
popular meeting point for people from  
all over the world. Above all, students like  
to hang out at the “world’s longest bar” – 
around 260 restaurants and many more  

attractions create a vibrant cultural scene 
and there is always something going on in 
the winding alleyways. The Rhine Embank-
ment Promenade nearby leads to the Media 
Harbour with an ensemble of buildings by 
famous international architects. Inviting bars, 
bistros and restaurants at the Media Harbour 
are open well into the night for coffee, ice-
cold beer, cocktails and culinary delights.  
A famous shopping boulevard in the centre 
is the Königsallee, fondly known as the “Kö”.

The open-air staircase at Burgplatz in the old town is a popular meeting spot
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Museums, exhibitions and concerts
The Art Academy, together with over two 
dozen museums and exhibition venues, Ben-
rath Palace, the “Düsseldorfer Schauspielhaus” 
theatre, the “Deutsche Oper am Rhein” opera 
house, the “Tonhalle” concert hall, over a hun-
dred galleries and countless stages, revues 
and variety theatres make Düsseldorf an  
acknowledged cultural metropolis. Major 
events every year, including Japan Day Düssel-
dorf/NRW, the largest funfair on the Rhine, 
the Christmas Markets and many interna-
tional trade exhibitions, attract hundreds of 
thousands of visitors.

Housing
Exchange students from partner universities
will receive an offer for housing subject to 
availability. Degree-seeking students can contact 

cultural, diverse, welcoming

the “Studierendenwerk” student support  
organisation, which offers reasonably priced 
residential space in currently 25 residential 
complexes with over 4,000 rooms, many of 
them as apartments with shared facilities.

Living expenses
Living expenses in Düsseldorf vary depending 
on accommodation and individual lifestyle.  
As a general guideline, students should budget 
approximately € 1,000 – 1,600 per month.

Studierendenwerk 
Düsseldorf

Düsseldorf is rich in culture and hosts numerous museums

https://www.stw-d.de
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Düsseldorf is home to one of the largest  
Japanese communities in Europe. Colloquially 
known as Little Tokyo, the area around  
Immermannstrasse is home to around 25 
Japanese restaurants, offering almost every 
type of Japanese cuisine. On Japan Day, 
which is usually held around the same time
as the DoKomi manga and anime convention 

Japanese life in Düsseldorf

cultural, diverse, welcoming

in May or June,the city celebrates its Japanese 
heritage with a variety of cultural perfor-
mances, food and craft stalls, and a fireworks 
display by Japanese pyrotechnicians. Düssel-
dorf is also home to a Japanese club, a  
Buddhist temple, a Japanese garden and a 
wide selection of shops specialising in manga, 
anime and related goods.

On Japan Day hundreds impersonate their favourite characters as cosplayers
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University profile
Faculties and research areas
The research profile of HHU is currently shaped 
by six key research areas. They are based on 
large, externally funded collaborative research 
projects:

• �Plant sciences 
• �Synthetic Life Sciences
• �Membrane biology 
• �Cardiovascular research 
• �Molecular and clinical hepatology 
• �Language – Knowledge – Cognition 

Medical Faculty
Faculty of Arts 
and Humanities

Faculty of 
Mathematics and 
Natural Sciences

Faculty of Business 
Administration 
and Economics Faculty of Law

The five faculties

https://www.medizin.hhu.de/en/
https://www.philo.hhu.de/en/
https://www.math-nat-fak.hhu.de/en/
https://www.wiwi.hhu.de/en/
https://www.jura.hhu.de/en/
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Tuition fees
At HHU, there are no tuition fees for study 
programmes. However, the semester fee 
(“Sozialbeitrag”) of approx. € 370 per semes-
ter is a compulsory charge for all students.  
It gives access to the University’s canteen  
facilities at reduced prices and includes the 
“Deutschlandticket” travel pass, which allows 
students to travel on regional public transport 
throughout Germany. 

Location
All buildings, including the University Hos
pital, specialist libraries and most student 
halls of residence are located on one campus, 
which is near the city centre and easy to 
reach by public transport.

Welcoming international students to HHU
The International Office supports inter- 
national students before arrival and through-
out their studies with information, welcome 

events, networking opportunities and advice. 
Through close collaboration with the European 
Student Network (ESN), the General Student’s 
Committee (AStA), the Career Service, the 
Düsseldorf Immigration Office and many other 
partners, international students benefit from 
a strong support network.

University sports
All university sports are free of charge with 
the exception of special courses such as rid-
ing, sailing and tennis, etc. All sports classes 
and further information can be found at:

University sports 
Düsseldorf

https://hss-d.de
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Studying at HHU
Study programmes
HHU offers an ever-increasing number of 
study programmes in English. You can find 

STUDY PROGRAMME DURATION APPLICATION START

Artificial Intelligence and Data Science [NC] 4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc winter semester

Biology 4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/master winter/summer semester

Biology – one-year variant (MBIO) 2 semesters www.hhu.de/en/master winter/summer semester

Industrial Pharmacy [NC] 4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc winter semester

Physics 4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/master winter/summer semester

Psychology [NC] 4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc winter semester

Translational Neuroscience [NC] 4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc winter semester

Comparative Studies in English and
American Language, Literature and
Culture

4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/master winter semester

Linguistics 4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/master winter/summer semester

Economics [NC] 4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc winter/summer semester

Philosophy & Economics 4 semesters www.hhu.de/en/master winter semester

STUDY PROGRAMME DURATION APPLICATION START

Quantitative Biology* [NC] 6 semesters www.hhu.de/dosv up to 15.07 winter semester

*Options: Biochemistry PLUS/International | Biology PLUS/International

NC = numerus clausus

Many more individual courses are taught in  
English. However, they are part of programmes, 
which otherwise comprise courses in German. 
HHU is constantly expanding its English course 

Master’s degrees [MSc]

Bachelor’s degrees [BSc]

an overview of genuine study programmes 
currently taught in English below.

offering for international students. For an up-
to-date overview of English courses see QR 
Code on (please select a semester and choose 
English as the language of instruction):

Courses at  
HHU

Full overview 
of the study 
programmes  
at HHU 

http://www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc
http://www.hhu.de/en/master
http://www.hhu.de/en/master
http://www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc
http://www.hhu.de/en/master
http://www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc
http://www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc
http://www.hhu.de/en/master
http://www.hhu.de/en/master
http://www.hhu.de/en/ortsnc
http://www.hhu.de/en/master
https://lsf.hhu.de/qisserver/rds?state=change&type=5&moduleParameter=veranstaltungSearch&nextdir=change&next=search.vm&subdir=veranstaltung&_form=display&function=search&clean=y&category=veranstaltung.search&navigationPosition=lectures%2CsearchLectures&breadcrumb=searchLectures&topitem=lectures&subitem=searchLectures&noDBAction=y&init=y
https://www.hhu.de/en/studies/all-courses-of-study-at-heinrich-heine-university


Düsseldorf is home of the parliament of North Rhine-Westphalia
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With our Legal and Economic Studies Pro-
gramme, we offer our incoming exchange 
students a unique opportunity for cross- 
cultural and interdisciplinary learning.  
Students will come away with a solid foun
dation in German, European and international 
law, as well as fundamental economic princi-
ples and concepts. The programme’s students 
benefit from excursions to courts, the state 

More information 
about the programme

individual, international, varied
Legal and Economic Studies Programme

legislature and points of cultural interest, as 
well as lectures and seminars with German  
students and fellow programme participants. 

https://www.lawinternational.hhu.de/en/programme


German as a 
foreign 
language (DaF)
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individual, international, varied

Language programmes and  
scholarships for exchange students
In order to be able to participate in a study 
programme taught in German, a language 
proficiency level of at least C1 is required. 
All general information on application and 
admission procedures at HHU can be found 
on the HHU website. As the primary and  
central point of contact, the Student Services 
Centre (SSC) offers a wide range of services 
for degree-seeking students, while exchange 
students can contact the International Office.

German language courses  
during the semester
HHU offers a free “German as a Foreign  
Language” course (10 hours per week) for  
beginners with no (Level A1) or little prior 

knowledge of German (Level A2) for students 
of HHU’s partner universities. 

Please note: This also applies for Erasmus 
partners. If extra courses for specific groups 
are organised, nominated exchange students 
will be notified automatically by e-mail.

Exchange students from partner universities 
are also most welcome to participate in the 
free language courses that are provided  
during the semester. This also applies  
for Erasmus students and other scholars.  
Nominated exchange students will be noti-
fied automatically by e-mail.

A range of German courses is open to all  
international students.

https://www.studierendenakademie.hhu.de/en/deutsch-als-fremdsprache
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Scholarships for the international  
summer courses in August
Each partner university may nominate one 
student for a free place on the “German as  
a Foreign Language” international summer 
course (a 2- or 4-week period in August).

If additional funding is available, HHU will 
make every effort to offer winter courses as 
well. In this case, partner universities will be 
notified in advance by e-mail.

The scholarship provides financial support  
of up to € 300 for rent and living expenses.

Annual nomination deadline: 10 March

HHU scholarships for exchange students
Partner universities can nominate students 
for stays of 1 to 5 months. Monthly funding 
will be provided by HHU.

Annual nomination deadlines:
• �for the winter semester: 20 March
• �for the summer semester: 20 October

International Courses 
at HHU

Scholarships by the  
German Academic  
Exchange Service 
(DAAD)

Additional funding 
possibilities

Scholarships
at HHU

https://www.studierendenakademie.hhu.de/en/international-language-programmes/summer-courses
https://www.daad.de/en/
https://www.research-in-germany.org/research-funding/funding-programmes.html
https://www.hhu.de/en/studies/organising-your-studies/funding/scholarships
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Academic year Faculties/departments  
open to exchange students

Undergraduate and graduate
Exchanges are subject to cooperation agree-
ments between the universities at institutional 
level. Please contact the institute you would 
like to cooperate with. The International Office 
is happy to facilitate contact with the right 
individuals.

Grade Point Average (GPA) requirements

Undergraduate and graduate
The home university selects its outbound stu-
dents and specifies the requirements. Students 
must have completed at least one year of uni-
versity study and demonstrated outstanding 
academic performance as well as proficiency 
in the language of instruction at HHU.

Language proficiency requirements

Undergraduate and graduate
In order to be able to participate in a study 
programme taught in German, a language 
proficiency level of at least C1 is required.

When to nominate?
Twice a year, at the beginning of March and 
the beginning of November, we invite you  
to nominate your students online for the  
following semester. As a partner, we will in-
form you by e-mail about upcoming deadlines.

General information

Winter semester
1 October – 31 March

Lecture period
October – mid-February

Summer semester
1 April – 30 September

Lecture period
April – mid-July
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HHU is a member of the European  
University Alliance UNIVERSEH
The European Space University for Earth and 
Humanity – UNIVERSEH – is an alliance of  
7 universities in 7 EU countries, established in 
2020 with funding from the European Union  
as part of the European University Alliances 
initiative.

At UNIVERSEH, we develop innovative, space- 
focused experiences in higher education, train 
the future leaders of Europe’s socio-economic 

UNIVERSEH  
European Space University for Earth and the Humanities

success and security in a growing space econo-
my and aim to benefit society at large. That  
is why our courses and programmes are not 
only centred on technical excellence. We shape  
brilliant minds in a cross-disciplinary, multi- 
lingual, multicultural, inclusive, research-based 
and sustainable learning environment. 

Courses at UNIVERSEH are open to all  
students of member universities.
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New partners beyond Erasmus
New partnerships
New partnerships are usually concluded at  
faculty or department level. Partnerships 
where at least two faculties have concluded 
bilateral agreements are considered official 
“University Partnerships” and listed on  
the HHU website. The International Office  
provides assistance at administrative levelin  
all cases. Please contact the appropriate  
faculty or department you would like to  
cooperate with.

Model contract
The International Office provides model con-
tracts approved by the Rectorate and the facul-
ties, which can be used for concluding a mutual 
cooperation. These model contracts can be 
adapted to the partner’s requirements if needed.

For further information on the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) and Cooperation 
Agreement please send an e-mail to:  
international-partners@hhu.de

innovative, inviting, inspiring



HHU President Professor Dr. Anja Steinbeck signing a partnership agreement 
with the University of Ghana

19HEINRICH HEINE UNIVERSITY DÜSSELDORF

innovative, inviting, inspiring

Ghana-NRW University Alliance
Our partnership with the University of Ghana 
is the newest of our university partnerships 
and part of our commitment to academic 
collaboration with one of the most exciting 
countries in the Global South.

To this end, HHU has become a member of  
a consortium of seven universities in North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) – the Ghana-NRW 

University Alliance – that aims to foster  
academic excellence and promote research 
collaboration with universities in Ghana.

Building on the long-standing partnership  
between Ghana and NRW, the alliance’s  
mission is to enhance the exchange of 
knowledge, ideas and experiences through 
organised events, information dissemination 
and project development.

Heinrich Heine University  
currently maintains  
29 university partner-
ships around the globe 
and many more at faculty 
and institute level.
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JUNO is the central contact for international  
researchers and their families at HHU. Our 
Welcome Service assists international research-
ers with their start at HHU and provides  
support for administrative procedures such  
as visa matters, finding accommodation and 
health insurance.

Our Welcome Service offers:
• �An advisor for questions regarding  

your stay

• ��Information for your start in Germany  
and at HHU

Welcome Center 
at HHU

Our Welcome Center / JUNO
• �Guidance on various administrative issues, 

e.g. residence permit applications,  
work contract, health insurance, etc.

• �Assistance in finding accommodation

• �Support in arranging appointments  
with authorities

https://www.hhu.de/en/international/international-researchers/welcome-center
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Visiting professorships (applications by  
the faculties of Heinrich Heine University)
Visiting lecturers may be invited by resident 
professors at HHU in order to gain new per-
spectives, methods and insights from diverse 
academic cultures.

This highly competitive programme gives 
Heinrich Heine University the opportunity to 
appoint visiting professors from abroad to a 
short-term or long-term professorship at HHU. 
Applications must be made by faculty staff 
members at HHU; the selection is made by 
the DAAD.

Scholarships for PhD students, 
postdocs and visiting scholars

HHU Visiting  
Lecturer Program

Additional funding possibilities

Scholarships offered by the 
German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD)

Germany for researchers – 
information and assistance 
for mobile researchers

Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Actions fellowships

https://www.hhu.de/en/international/internationalisierunghome/offers-for-faculty-and-staff/hhu-visiting-lecturer-program
https://www.daad.de/en/studying-in-germany/scholarships/
https://www.euraxess.de/jobs/search
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu
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Address for visitors
Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf  
International Office
Building 21.02 – Student Services Centre
Universitätsstraße 1
40225 Düsseldorf, Germany

Postal address
Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf  
International Office
Building 21.02
40204 Düsseldorf, Germany

Director
Mr Ulf Graeber
Tel. +49 211 81-14107
ulf.graeber@hhu.de

Exchange coordinator  
(inbound)
Ms Monika Lent-Öztürk
Tel. +49 211 81-10726
exchange-students@hhu.de

Exchange coordinator  
(outbound Europe)
Mr Fabian Lipki
Tel. +49 211 81-12026
outgoings-europa@hhu.de

Exchange coordinator  
(outbound overseas)
Ms Renate Thamm
Tel. +49 211 81-15364
outgoings-uebersee@hhu.de

International partnerships
Ms Christiane Hanke
Tel. +49 211 81-12254
international-partnerships@hhu.de

Contact for international researchers
(PhD students, postdocs, visiting scholars)
Dr Sigrun Wegener-Feldbrügge (Ms)
Junior Scientist & International Researcher 
Center (JUNO)
Tel. +49 211 81-13405
juno-international@hhu.de
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