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Call for proposals: “HHU Summer Schools” 

 
We are pleased to announce a new call for proposals for the internal university funding line 
“HHU Summer Schools”. The HHU Summer Schools are aimed at giving HHU students and 
doctoral researchers the opportunity to gain specialist and international competences 
within the framework of their studies or research activities. They will meet lecturers from 
other countries and experience international perspectives on their specialist field, as well 
as alternative approaches and methods. They can also enhance their foreign language and 
intercultural skills. The opportunity to offer purely online or hybrid events again this year 
is meant to further advance digital international exchange.  
 
Within the framework of this funding line, the Vice President for University Culture and 
International Affairs calls upon interested researchers who are employed at HHU and have 
finished their doctoral studies to apply for central Quality Improvement Funds (QVM) for 
organising and running an HHU Summer School.  
 
Funding is available for HHU Summer Schools in all subjects aimed at enabling (primarily 
master’s) students and doctoral researchers at HHU to gain international and intercultural 
competences. Bachelor’s students at an advanced stage of their degree programme and 
international guest students at HHU are also eligible and welcome to participate. The 
funding is offered on an open-topic basis.  
 
The funding criteria for HHU Summer Schools are as follows: 

- Relevant theme and subject 
- International (at least five instructors, at least 50% of whom are from non-German 

universities) 
- Active involvement of early career researchers 
- Event language: English or the corresponding foreign language of the subject 
- Duration of the HHU Summer School: usually five days as a block event during the 

lecture-free period 
- Opportunity for participants to gain credit points within the framework of the HHU 

Summer School 
 

All researchers employed at HHU who have completed their doctoral studies (e.g. 
professors, postdocs) are eligible to submit proposals. Special conditions apply for research 
associations such as Research Training Groups (RTG). The funding should be seen as start-
up financing for the submission of proposals for further summer schools to third-party 
funding providers. Applications from working groups that have already received funding 
from this programme line in the last two years will therefore not be accepted. 
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Timetable 
Submission deadline:     15 October 2025 
Notification of applicants:   Early January 2026 
Funding amount:     Max. €10,000 (per HHU Summer School) 
 
The total funding amount must be spent in the year in which it was approved. 
 
The proposal (max. four pages) must be submitted in writing in PDF form by e-mail to the 
Vice President for University Culture and International Affairs 
(prorektorin-uki@hhu.de) and must include the following: 
 
 Definition of and reasons for the format: purely online event, hybrid (combination of 

online and in-person event), purely in-person event 
 Brief description of the content 
 Cost calculation  
 Timetable and implementation plan 
 List of planned lecturers and reasons for their selection 
 Estimated number of participating HHU master’s/bachelor’s students and doctoral 

researchers 
 Answers to the following questions:  

- What international experience will participants gain from the HHU Summer School?  
- How does the summer school benefit the internationalisation of HHU? 
- How does the content fit in with the teaching curriculum?  
- To what extent can participation in the HHU Summer School be recognised as 

credits?  
- What quality assurance measures will you use to evaluate the event? 

 Details of how the HHU Summer School will be advertised at the University 
 CV of the applicant (as a further attachment) 
 
After completion of the HHU Summer School, the applicants should submit a final report 
(approx. two pages) to the Vice President for University Culture and International Affairs 
on their own initiative within three months. In addition to the results of the event 
evaluation, the report should also include details about whether and how the objectives set 
out in the proposal were achieved. 
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